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August Birthdays

2 Joseph Porreca

13 Virginia Addison
Emily Williams

14 John Brabrand
Sarah Sheffield

17 Anne Joyner
18 John Hoppe

22 Taylor Bondurant
29 Sharon Bantel

30 Burke Johnson
John B. Murray Jr.

Prayers In Sympathy

Your prayers are requested  The sympathy of the congregation is
for Cary and John Brabrand, extended to the family and friends of
Lillian Major, Anne Joyner,  Norman West, former minister of
Vista Evans, Harry Sondberg yyest Point Christian Church.

Bill and Pam New, Debbie

Dunn, Elaine Roberts, Myrtle «\jay the souls of all the departed,

Engs, Susan Russell, Eleano ynrough the mercy of God, ==

Smith, Ella Wells, Austin
Lucas, Barbara Robins,
Warren Abbott, Jack
Hutchinson, Bill Hedrick,

Keri Falk, Barbara G., Joel
Dean Hedrick, Patsy Howard,
Rollin Rosser, Kristine
Gattone, Charlotte, Tammy
McCracken, Marty Hancock,
and John Davenport.

Dear Friends —

Although for many of us August is a lazy month, this month also shows
the signs of many of our parishioners moving on to new adventures and
life stages.

Last Sunday we enjoyed a fascinating presentation by Lanier Olsson on
her recent mission trip to Kenya. We look forward to a similas@ntation

in the near future from Julia Guerrant who is just about to retam fr
Brazil in time to go to Guatemala with the youth of First Bajiisurch.

We also join the Mason family in congratulations to Emilie as she
graduates from basic training (US Navy) and begins apprenhoelsas

an electronics technician. And we echo the prayers of the Addisoly fami
as son-in-law Andrew Walker begins basic training (US Mariogs).

We watch as Stuart Sheffield packs for his freshman yehe ainiiversity
of Virginia and Maja Olsson prepares to join big sister Larti&péscopal
High School. We read of John B. Murray’s adventures in his summer
internship under the auspices of the Young Priests Initiative @itieese
of Virginia.

We say “Safari njema” (or safe travels) to our rectoasdeparts for
Tanzania on her fourth mission trip there. We look forward to henret
and yet another fascinating set of photos to share.

We pray also for those in our midst embarking on other sorts of journeys,
either physical or spiritual. We understand that God is indeed with us,
whether we rest quietly on the beach or here at home, or we mancrd
in the light of God.

In peace,
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Return to Tanzania -Our rector,

Beth, leaves for Tanzania on Wednes
\\., day, August 4 and returns on

Wednesday, September 1. While in

Tanzania she will teach at Msalato ThGOIOQicabrate h0|y communion each Sunday_ Sunda

College (where she will be staying with her
friend and Episcopal missionary, the Rev.

Sandy MCCann) and visit the pre-SChOOI the[e.onade on the lawn. Please join usSommer-

Beth hopes to spend time in the pre-school
classroom with teachers Naomi and Alice and

SummerChurch - Our Summer-
Churchschedule with worship begin

tember 5. We will continue to cele-

school is on hiatus for the summer. After wor
ship, we will gather on the front steps for lem

Churchat 9 a.m. See you in church!

their approximately 50 students. Also during

her visit, Beth will travel to the new church
home of her friend the Rev. Emmanuel Petrg
Emmanuel has recently been transferred by
bishop to serve as area coordinator of 25 par
ishes containing 150 churches! He has invite(
Beth to spend a week with his family, visiting
his churches, preaching, and teaching about
stewardshipPlease keep Beth in your prayers
as she travels. Asante!

Money Matters

_ Our various ministries rely on
budgeted pledges of $148Kk,
plus open offerings and rental income.
Twenty-six families and individual pledged
to support St. John’s in 2010.

New and increased pledges are always
welcome.

Lemonade on the Lawn -During the
< § summer months, we celebrate a

J lovely tradition of enjoying a cup of

lemonade and a (store-bought) cooki

on the lawn in front of the church following
worship. Each week volunteers set up a card
table and trash can and provide lemonade a

]

cookies. Cups and napkins are available in our
church kitchen. Please volunteer to host one o0

our remaining Sundays. The sign-up sheet ¢
be found in the narthex or simply email the
church office.

1

Q)

S Directory Updates -Our current
church directories were published

= last July and are now out-of-date,

In the coming weeks our church secretary wijll

send out emails asking for confirmation of cur-

Who from their labors most
assuredly do natest, but who wor
tirelessly as the hands and feet o
our Lord here on Earth.

Special thanks this month to:

n Dianne Porreca, Jane Mason, Dave
Rorick, Kristy and Tyler Britt, Carolyn
Palmer, Martha Wood, Martha Edwar
John Jones and everyone who helped
make our vacation Bible school such
rowsing success!

All who helped prepare for Bishop Jongs

visit here with us on July 25.

rent information and updates. We recognize that

many of our parishioners prefer to use their cell

phones and our new directory will include cel
numbers. Please share your info with us so th
we can better communicate with you!

All who are contributing to and praying
for our rector’'s mission to Tanzania
at August 4 to September 1. Asante!

ning at 9 a.m. continues through Sep-

<

Kids Page: Old St. John’s

Did you know that St. John’s also has a colonial-era church about enmoitth of West Point on
Route 307 Built in 1734, Old St. John’s was financed by a tobacco taed @v its parishioners by
the vestry. Carter Braxton was a member of Old St. John’s aacaigner of the Declaration of
Independence! After the American Revolution, the church was usBdpiists and Methodists.
Captain Robert E. Lee, Jr. bought the vacant building in 1877 for jusi$@ then, many folks
have invested much time, talent, and treasure to restoretQldh®’s. Come join us for worship
there at our annual homecoming service on Sunday, September 26!
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Letter from John B. Murray;, Il

Friends and Family of St. John's West Point,

As many of you know, on the morning of June 5th, 2010, through the Diocese 0
ginia's Young Priest Initiative, | ventured outside of ourdittiill-town on the water
to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the position of int&n &homas'
McLean. During this experience, | had the opportunity to shadow amdftear two

exceptional priests, the Rev. Justin Mcintosh and the Rev. &h&b Edmondson. In this capac-

ity, | made home visits to elderly parishioners, preached mySusday service, helped lead Va

tion Bible School, participated in a Mission Trip to the mountainspgdadachia, assisted with last

rites for a dying man and the blessing of a newborn baby, researchescbuipportunities in the
Northern Virginia area, experienced a robbery, and even made a turang the suburbs and
ended up exploring the hustle and bustle of our nation's capital. But pérbapesatest lesson he
been the realization that | actually knew half of what | thoudghelv about parish ministry.

When | left West Point that morning, | left with the beliedtt God was calling me to help the co
munity of St. Thomas' in whatever capacity | could, and | knewdoasen phone conversations
with the clergy, that there would be plenty of work to do. But oncetlthe rector and realized tk
he came equipped with a doctorate in theology and that the assstantvad attended Seminar|
at Yale, | came to the conclusion that while God had certainly broogland this wonderful
church together for a reason, | had totally misinterpreted Hs®n@ag. | wasn't there to help the
rather they were there to help me.

Allowing me to experience parish ministry first hand has beemyadamazing blessing that | will
always value. Through meeting and assisting the homelessctartg children about the Word o
the Lord, | have grown in a spiritual way that | never could haagined. But not only have |
grown in a spiritual sense, | have also grown as an adult by becororegsingly more self-
sufficient.

While there was the occasional struggle with discerning "tlieasathe job could sometimes be
tedious, the constant love and support of the congregation helped keepdrfpeased and my
heart open. One Sunday, | preached a sermon on prayer and the necbsgigttent and open
to God's plan. In order to provide a concrete example, | discusdetheitongregation my granc
mother's battle with cancer and the loss that my family and | watddexperience. As | shared
with them the role and inspiration that my grandmother had provided anddmessed and

lost | felt at her death, folks in the congregation began tohen | had finished, several of the
hugged me, thanked me for the words and the message | had pronitleskad me to consider
becoming a priest. Never had | felt "the call" more thandbagt

Overall, the internship has been a tremendous blessing and hret@aally grateful to the peop
of St. Thomas' and the Diocese of Virginia.

Yours truly,
John B. Murray, I
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Bishop’s Visit and Combined Service with St. Paul’s

On Sunday, July 25 we welcomed the Rt. Rev. David
Colin Jones, Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Virginia,
to a joint service with St. Paul’s. The bishop confirmed
Phillip Roane along with his daughters Alexis and Lau-
ren. Wife Eddra Roane reaffirmed her confirmation as
well. Afterward we all enjoyed a delicious reception in
St. John’s Hall.
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Your vestry gathered for their regular monthly meeting on Tuesddy 20. The meeting openeg
with prayer, including the Lord’s Prayer. Minutes from the June I&ingeand financial reports
for June were approved. The vestry approved the recommendation sfifBredP Causey Jr. to
move $25,000 from our money market fund into the Diocesan Missionaryysddies move will

allow us to receive a higher rate of interest. Elliot Jenkihair of the audit committee, presented

the 2009 audit to the vestry. We discussed the recommendations of theoaudittee and
thanked them for their work. The audit has been submitted to thedeiaed! in advance of the
August 30 deadline. The rector reported on the recent vacationsBhmel offered here with the
help of WP United Methodist and WP Christian Churches. We welconaely @ children during
the five-night program. The children contributed $427 toward our missiok iw Tanzania. The
rector also briefed the vestry on plans for her mission trip tiz8raa (August 4-September 1). In
other work, the vestry learned that the new thermostat upsteinsssto have fixed the air condi-
tioning problem. We also learned that the vacuum cleaner hasdpered (again!) and returned
to the church. Junior Warden Randy Britt reported on his various me&titigheating and air

A\ 4

conditioning firms to discuss plans for a total replacement of et system. He suggested that

Tom from Peninsula Heating and Air Conditioning come to our Sdpemeeting to brief the
vestry and answer questions. The vestry voted to have the cagiefahn’s Hall cleaned before
the bishop’s visit on July 25. The vestry meeting concluded at 9 pnawéwiew of upcoming

dates to remember and compline. Our next regular vestry meealingke place on Tuesday, Sep-

tember 21 at 7 pm. (Note that the vestry normally does not meet dwrgust.) Vestry meetings
are always open and visitors are always welcome.
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Emilie’s new address:

SN Mason, Emilie V 1489
320 A Dewey Avenue
BEQ 439 Room 315
Great Lakes, IL 60088

Education for Ministry (or EfM) is a discipleship trainin

program offered through the University of the South in Se-
wanee, TN. Participants commit one year at a time (over a

nine-month cycle) to meet weekly in seminars led by
trained mentor. Completion of the entire program take
four years, during which participants study the Bible,
church history, theology and ethics. Seminar groups g
ally include six to twelve people who may be studying at differemdeduring the same year. S
dents follow a study guide for each week’s readifigere are no tests or papers
to write. Cost of the class is $350 for the academic year and scholarships ar
available.

Starting in the next few months we will sponsor a new EfM groeetimg here
at St. John’s. Our rector will mentor the new group. The groupwaéit once a
week to reflect theologically, discuss the assigned readingriadat and worship
together. Date and time of meetings will be determined byrthgygPlease call
the church office to learn more.
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